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Serial No. 10/001 ,257 filed 1 1 /27/2001 

Amendment dated July 7, 2005 

Response to Notice of Allowance of 04/07/2005 

Amendments to the Claims 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Claims 1-70 (cancelled) 

71. (Currendy Amended) A method, comprising: 

(a) providing a no-spill drinking apparatus, said apparatus being provided for a user to 
drink liquid out of, and to prevent accidental spilling of liquid by the user; 

(b) said no-spul drinking apparatus comprising a cap, said cap further comprising a 
spout, said cap being provided for the user to drink liquid from said spout, and to 
prevent spilling of liquid out of said spout when the user is not drinking from said 
spout; 

(c) said cap comprising a valve, said valve comprising a flexible material, said flexible 
material comprising an opening therein; 

(d) said apparatus comprising a blocking element below said flexible material; 

(e) wherein said opening of said flexible material rests against said blocking element 
when the user is nor drinking from said spout; 

(f) wherein said flexible material rises off of said blocking element, unblocking said 
opening, when the user sucks through said spout to drink from said spout; 

(g) *nd wherein said apparatus is designed to allow air into said apparatus, said cap 
comprising an ail vent a hole for air, such that when the user sucks through said 
spout, liquid passes through said opening and out of said spout, and air passes 
through said vent hole for air and into said apparatus^ 

(h) and wherein said apparat u s comprises a flow bridge, said flow bridpe being a battier 
above said fleatibl" fn^rial w hi ch blocks said flexible ™»t»™' from moving bevond 
* maximum distance after said flexible m a terial rises off of said blocking element 
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Amendment dated July 7, 2005 

Response to Notice of Allowance of 04/07/2005 

83. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said opening is a hole. 

84. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said opening is a slit. 

85. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said apparatus further 
comprising a valve holder, said valve holder being separable from said cap and being 
dimensioned to fit snugly into said cap. 

86. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said flexible material of said 
vahre comprises a sidcwall puiliuu uf maHUAl having a first thickness, and wliCJ-cin die 
comprises a center area of said flcjubk material wliiOi seals ag.iiii&l 5>*id bluikin fe eleaiiml rs 
piuvided widi a thickness uf maluikt which is greater than said first thickness. 

87. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said spout of said cap is 
soft, and wherein said cap further comprises a hard section for attachment to a cup. 

88. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said apparatus further 
comprises: 

(a) a valve holder, said valve holder being separable from said cap and being 
dimensioned to fit snugly into said cap; 

(b) wherein said flexible material of said valve comprises a sidewall puiUuii ufnmlMMl 
having a first thickness, and wkeiuiu the comprises a center area of bald fluubli! 
mateiial wliiili seals against »aid bluikiug duiimil is piuvided with a thickness of 
liiaLciial which is greater than said first thickness; 

(c) and wherein said apparatus comprises a cup, and said cup is hard. 

89. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said apparatus is provided 
for drinking by a child, and to prevent accidental spilling of liquid by the child. 
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Response to Notice of Allowance of 04/07/2005 

96. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 82, wheiein said aii veal cuiiipii&c.* a 
liule wliich is upeu uu die bulluui, and which, uu di e opposing side nicig es iiiiu a surface uf 
Wl-rap claim 73. wherein said flexible material begin s to invert when the user sucks through 
said spouts 

97. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in daim 07, whciciu ^iid uii vein cuiupiiM.* a 
bukz which is upen uu die bullum, and which, uu die uppubkig side merges iulu a suiface uf 
^r^rrrp cfajm 74 wherein s aid flexible r ^r™ 1 H"fltns to invert when the user sucks through 
said spout , 

98. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in claim 00, whcieiii said aii vent co mpiles a 
hole which is upen un t he - bullum, and which, uu die uppusiiig side lucigcs iu lu a smfacc uf 
said cap claim 75. wherein said flexible m *r*ri*1 Hq gins to invert when t he user sucks through 
said spout, 

99. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in claim 91, wh e rein said aii vent cuu ipiises a 
hule wliich is upeu uu die bottom; and which, uii the uppusing side lucxgcs iulu a su iface uf 
-rrrU-r^rp rlaim 7fi r wherein said flexible material begins to invert when the user sucks through 
said spout . 

1 00. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in Cham 71, wherein &«ud appaiatua cuiiipiisi s-g 

■ ■■■'u.l . ii ■ » * u » i ^ultl il^ mu ii-ii ul rlflim 77 . whe r ein said flexible mat e ri al b e g i n s 

to invert when the user sucks through said spout 

101. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in c laim 77, whemhi said appaiaLus cuiupiiscs a 
cluss-bai iu cuutacl widi said flexible iiiaL g Jiial claim 78. wherein sa id flexible material begins 
to invert when the user sucks through said spout 
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is unblocked to allow ait to pass through said second opening when the user sucks at said 
spout . 

110. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in ibtuu 9Q wticiein said appai^ms mmpusts - g 
ct03s=bai ■ ( said Ehadbfe material claim 94, wherein said apparatus further 
comprises a second valve, said second valve compri sing a second opening and a second 
blocking element whetcin said second blocking element blocks the flow of ait through said 

. second opening when the user is not sucking at said S pout, and wh erein said second opening 
is unblocked to allow air to pass r hrrmgh sa id second opening when the user sucks at said 
spout . 

111. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in daim 99 wli e icin *><ud appaiaLus mmpiisib d 
i u i kk-hm in mmui. i w \ ih miU1 flgjuljli iiidLc j-ia l claim 100. wherein said apparatus further 
comprises a second valve, said second valve comprising a second opening and a second 
blocking clement, wherein said second blocking element blocks the flow of air thr ough said 
second opening when the user is not sucking at said spout, and wherein said secon d opening 
is unblocked to allow air to pass through said second opening when the user sucks at said 
spout 

112. . (Currently Amended) A method as claim ed in claim 71, wherein said apparatus comprises a 

T-shaped upening claim 101- wherein said apparatus further comprises a second valve, said 
second valve comprising a second opening and a second blocking element, wherein said 
second blocking element blocks the flow of air rh rrmgh said second opening when the user 
is not sucking at said spout, and wherein said second opening is unblocked to allow air to 
pass through said second opening when the user sucks at said spout. 
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1 20, (New) A method as claimed in claim 111, wherein said second opening is smaller than said 
opening of said flexible material. 

121 . (New) A method as claimed in claim 112, wherein said second opening is smaller than said 
opening of said flexible material. 
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